Can disorganisation of semantic memory account for the abnormalities of thought in schizophrenia-a controlled experimental study.
Disorganisation of semantic memory could provide a cognitive explanation for the disturbances of thinking and reasoning in schizophrenia. In this study, we directly test this explanation by identifying patients with disorganised semantic categories and then examine how they use their knowledge about these same categories in an inductive reasoning task. Experiment 1 utilised a semantic category-sorting task to identify patients with disorganisation of semantic memory. In Experiment 2, the patients with disorganised categories carried out a category-based inductive reasoning task. Accurate performance on this task requires access to well-organised semantic knowledge about the objects and categories used in Experiment 1. Patients with disorganised semantic categories in Experiment 1 did not demonstrate any difficulties or unusual responses when reasoning about the same categories in Experiment 2. Disorganisation of semantic memory may not be the primary cause of disturbed reasoning or thought in schizophrenia. Patients with schizophrenia tend to generate ad hoc categories, which are unsuited to the current context. Impaired performance on semantic memory tasks can arise from a misunderstanding of social context.